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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .1 7(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 5/15/09 
has been entered. 

Claims 1, 3-8, 10-16, and 18-20 have been amended. Claims 1-20 are pending. 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 5/15/09 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant has alleged that Tsurui fails to teach storing the title and 
password within a first program chain and the password entry menu in another program 
chain. Examiner respectfully disagrees. First of all Tsurui invention explicitly complies 
with the DVD-video standard (0031 , 0052). For more details of the how the DVD-video 
standard functions, Examiner has included a publication which highlights the material in 
question. The website <http://www.pavtube.com/dvd/info_dvd_video_format.html> is 
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being referenced merely to support the details of the DVD-video format. According to 
the standard: 

1.4.1 Cells and PGCs 




A cell is a unit of playback of real-time data. Each cell is identified with a fixed ID number. A 
Program Chain (PGC) defines the order in which cells are played back. That is, each PGC defines 
the order in which the cell numbers are to be played. A title is comprised of one or more 
linked PGCs . In a case such as a simple movie, where one title is comprised of one PGC, the cells 
recorded on the disc are played back in order, and so the cell numbers and cell ID numbers will be 
the same. If multiple titles with different stories in a title set are defined by their own PGCs, then 
each PGC will call out the cells to be played for that title and the order in which they are to be 
played, and the cell numbers and cell ID numbers will not be the same. In this way, the DVD 
specification defines PGCs and cells to allow the order and time relationship of the real-time data 
playback to be essentially arbitrary. This structure can be utilized to provide playback options such 
as parental level selection, angle selection, and story selection. Each PGC may also contain a pre- 
command, which is executed before playing back the first cell, and a post-command, which is 
executed after playing back the last cell. And the PGC may contain button or cell commands, which 
can be executed each time a cell is played. Through these commands and user operation, one PGC 
can branch into multiple PGCs, multiple PGCs can branch into the same PGC, etc., providing the 
possibility for many types of interactive playback. 



Application/Control Number: 10/580,997 
Art Unit: 2431 



Page 4 



It is apparent after further consideration of Tsurui and the DVD-video standard 
that the passwords are stored with the titles themselves. A title is comprised of one or 
more PGCs. If a DVD has more than one title, it must associate the password with the 
correct title. Tsurui teaches that once a title is selected to play back, a menu enter 
program is ran so the user can input a password to be matched to the one stored on the 
disc. This menu program uses the first password but this is not evidence that the first 
password is stored in the same chain as the menu. The menu is defined by program 
chains PGC#1-#5 of Figure 5(b) as these are ran in sequence to capture the user's 
input of a password to be matched to the stored password. Looking at [0051], it is 
apparent that the password is stored with the picture/audio data to conform to the DVD 
standard. The password is part of the playback control information, which is stored as a 
PGC in the VTSI, so that when a user selects a title with a password, the operation 
diverts to the password menu input as described above. 

To summarize, Examiner finds Tsurui to teach the password and title are stored 
in a first PGC and the menu is in another PGC. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 
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Claims 1-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by Japan 
Patent Publication 2003-132624 to Tsurui. 

As per claims 1 and 8, Tsurui teaches a method and a digital recording and 
playback apparatus comprising: 

enabling a user to record digital signals onto a digital storage medium in a first 
program chain for password protection (0030); 

receiving a password from said user (0033); 

storing said password on said digital storage medium in said first program chain 
with said selected recording title (0051); and 

storing menu data representing a password menu screen on said digital storage 
medium in a second program chain different [collation PGC] from said first program 
chain (0042-46). Title is stored in PGC#10. 

As per claim 16, Tsurui teaches a digital storage medium, comprising: 
a plurality of data fields [DVD standard] (0027); and 

wherein said data fields comprise a first program chain [PCG#10] for storing a 
selected recording title and a user-assigned password for said selected recording title 
(0051), and a second program chain different [collation PGC] from said first program 
chain for storing menu data representing a password menu screen (0042-46). 
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As per claims 2, 9, and 17, Tsurui teaches the digital storage medium is a DVD 
(0030). 

As per claims 3 and 10, Tsurui teaches the step of storing at least one command 
on said digital storage medium in said first program chain (0071). 

As per claims 4 and 1 1 , Tsurui teaches at least one command causes said 
password menu screen to be displayed if playback of said selected recording title is 
attempted (0040). 

As per claims 5, 12, and 19, Tsurui teaches first and second program chains are 
according to DVD specification (0037). 

As per claim 6, Tsurui teaches wherein said at least one command includes a 
PRE command according to DVD specification (0041). 

As per claim 7, Tsurui teaches a step of requiring said password to be input 
before playing back said selected recording title (0051). 

As per claim 13, Tsurui teaches at least one command includes a plurality of 
commands [chain leads to multiple other commands with there respective pre/post 
commands; 0042-0046]. 

As per claim 14, Tsurui a plurality of commands comprise PRE commands 
according to DVD specifications [chain leads to multiple other commands with there 
respective pre/post commands; 0042-0046]. 

As per claim 15, Tsurui teaches requiring said password to be input responsive 
to said password menu screen before playing back said selected recording title (0047). 
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As per claim 18, Tsurui teaches said first program chain also stores at least one 
command [PGC#10; 0046 and Figure 5b]. 

As per claim 20, Tsurui teaches at least one command causes said password 
menu screen to be displayed if playback of said selected recording title is attempted 
(0040) and input of said user-assigned password is required before playing back said 
selected recording title (0051). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MICHAEL R. VAUGHAN whose telephone number is 
(571)270-7316. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday, 7:30am 
- 5:00pm, EST. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, William Korzuch can be reached on 571-272-7589. The fax 
phone number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 
571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
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USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/M. R. V./ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2431 



/William R. Korzuch/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2431 



